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Eingineering students give
wings to innovative jdeas

HT Education Correspondent
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A team of three students —
Tabrez Nadvi, Pavan MJ and
Vignesh Arul RA - all from
the aeronautical engineering
department at ACS College of
Engineering, Bangalore, won
a prize of U lakh in the first
Boeing-1IT National Aero-
Modelling Competition. The
team beat 170 teams from vari-
ous institutes across the country.
Held at the Indian Institute of
Technology (11T) Delhi last week,
the competition aimed at provid-
ing a unified national competi-
tive platform for students inter-
ested in aerospace and related
engineering disciplines.
Conducted in two-staged pan
India zonal and national levels,
the competition assessed the par-
ticipants’ expertise in building
an aircraft. These aircraft were
evaluated on parameters such as
showcasing efficiency inclimb

and glide and swift manoeuwring
sKills. 11T Delhi hosted the finals.

“We were adjudged winners
because of our strategy. The
manoeuvre our aero-model per-
formed was better thanall other
finalists. Infact, five to six of our
exhibits crashed while being
tested and we had developed
the final one just a day before
coming to Delhi for the event,”
says Nadvi, a final -year student

IF WE CAN CAPTURE A
FRACTION OF ENTHUSIASM
IN THE FIELD OF AEROSPACE
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The winners said
that the cumpeutmn
gave them an opportu-
nity to understand how
team sKills were reqmmd
to come out with a final
product. {

Aircraft manufacturing °
giant Boeing, which spon- |
sored the event, said that the
response of the students and the
[I'T's was overwhelming.

According to Pratyush Kumar:
president, Boeing India, “We
already have many ongoing
partnership programmes inaero-
space innovation with the ITs.
However, we decided to encour-
age young minds to do some
foundational work. Aerospace
engineering 1s a multidiscipli-
nary subject which involves
mechanical. aerodynamics,
electrical, computer science and

many other streams. | am happy :
to say that 1t has generated a lot

of enthusiasm. If we cancapture
afractionof that inthe aerospace
pipeline, it will give a huge boost
to the country and the industry”
Says PVM Rao, professor.
mechanical engineering, IIT
Delhi, “It'sa unique opportunity
as students get trained in skills
which does not happen in labo-
ratories and classrooms.”
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